Mrs. T/irale.
of amorous ditties, which Johnson despised, till h.e at silenced her by saying, ' My dear Lady, talk no i^101 this. Nonsense can be defended but by nonsense *•'
Mrs. Thrale then praised Garrick's talent for light poetry; and, as a specimen, repeated his song in ^c and Perdita, and dwelt with peculiar pleasure on this li:
'I'd smile with the simple, and feed with the poor V
JOHNSON. ' Nay, my dear Lady, this will never do. David !    Smile with the simple ;—What folly is that ? who would feed with the poor that can help it?      No let me smile with the wise, and feed with the rich-' peated this sally to Garrick, and wondered to find his f bility as a writer not a little irritated by it.    To sooth I observed, that Johnson spared none of us; and  I   qu the passage in Horace3, in which he compares one  wh tacks his friends for the sake of a laugh, to a pushing that is marked by a bunch of hay put upon his horns : num. habct in cornu'   ' Ay, (said Garrick vehemently,) In a whole mow of it.'
Talking of history, Johnson said,' We may know liistc facts to be true, as we may know facts in common life 1 true. Motives are generally unknown. We cannot tru
1 ' In his amorous effusions Prior is less happy; for they are nc tated by nature or by passion, and have neither gallantry nor te ness. They have the coldness of Cowley without his wit, the exercises of a skilful versifier, resolved at all adventures to write £ thing about Chloe, and trying to be amorous by dint of study. . his private relaxation he revived the tavern, and in his amorous antry he exhibited the college.' Johnson's Works, viii. 15, 22.
a Flortsel and Perdita is Garrick's version of The Winter's He cut down the five acts -to three. The line, which is misquot in one of Perdita's songs :—
' That giant ambition we never can dread ; Our roofs are too low for so lofty a head; Content and sweet cheerfulness open our door, They smile with the simple, and feed with the  poor
Act it. 3 Horace.   Sat. i. 4, 34.                                     4 See ante, ii.epherd. ofaul of a wig, which is soiled with frequent perspirations.' Spectator,No. 576.
